
GRAND RIVER SQUARES BOARD MEETING

Monday, June 12, 2017
Peg & Karen’s house, 1 PM

PRESENT:  David Eppelheimer, Peg McClure, Karen Kania, Birthe Johannesen, Carol Bauer, 
Chuck Novak.

Co-Vice-President Karen Kania called the meeting to order at 1:20.

SECRETARY’S REPORT:  The minutes from the May 22, 2017 were reviewed; no changes were 
requested.  MOTION by Dave Eppelheimer to accept the minutes as written; seconded by Peg 
McClure; motion carried.

TREASURER’S REPORT:  Birthe says the club is insured at any facility we dance at as long as it is
a club-sponsored event.  Our checking account will change from Comerica over to Bank of America 
after all the outstanding checks are in; we have $6,000 at Bank of America right now.

May starting balance: $10,417.26

income - $305 - Tuesday nights
expenses - $77.91 - flyers

$  8.00 - badge

May ending balance: $10,536.35

There is some discrepancy in the PayPal deposits and  Birthe will check with Dave Fallen to see 
who else has access to that account.
 
CO-VICE-PRESIDENTS’ REPORT:  (Karen)

Dances:  Michael Maltenfort agreed to call our January 2018 dance, with a C-1 session in
the afternoon and mainstream/plus in the evening.  Ken Burke is calling in February and we
will ask John Oldfield to call in March.  If John is not available, we will ask Dale Shannon to
call.

Nick Hartley dance:  We still don’t have a location for this Sunday dance.  Body Language in 
Jenison was one suggestion; other venue suggestions were libraries, township halls, Two 
Churches in Kentwood.  Chuck will check on time the dance will be held.

2019 Fly-In:   Caller suggestions so far are Jack Pladdys or Tom Miller, also Michael 
Maltenfort.

CALLERS’ REPORT:  Jim Molloy, Chuck Novak and Gerry Wheeler met last week to discuss what 
equipment to consider buying for the club.  Gerry is researching speakers and will check with the 
Magnusons on what one they use.  Jim, via phone during the meeting, went over his notes from the 
callers’ meeting.  The meeting identified these areas to consider purchases for:

1.  Amplifiers/speakers - Gerry will see what he can find smaller or in combination with other
     equipment, their cost, etc.
2.  Hearing impairment - callers will determine what is needed and let members have a say
     in what gets purchased.  Some devices can work in conjunction with hearing aids.



3.  Software enabling the caller to take a photo of his pilot square and put on the computer -
     check with Wayne Pelmear to see what he used to imbed the photo in his computer.
4.  Microphones/cords -Jim is checking on prices of headsets, microphones.  Gerry can test
     the Renegade’s cordless microphone to see how that works; our equipment is outdated.
5.  Software - Gerry checking to see if what is used for line dancing would be useful for us.
     It has a mixing board to change settings for songs.  Also find out what tapes are available
    for people to listen to square dance calls.

How shall callers  organize the Tuesday night classes for the summer as it’s harder to get the group 
together?

1.  Make sure the members get what they want (dancing!).
2.  Advanced - just call dancing, not workshops?
3.  C-1 - find easier tapes.  Request for a new/beginning C-1 group on the August agenda.
4.  Mainstream/plus - teaching others the “other” part.
5.  Callers will come up with a proposed schedule for the fall season at their August meeting.

OLD BUSINESS:

Birthe will go ahead and purchase the small dessert plates from the same source the larger 
plates came from, to be used at the Fly-Ins.

How much money should we keep in our bank account?  We have more than we should for
a non-profit group.  MOTION by Dave Eppelheimer:  Per committee recommendation, I 
move that the cub maintain a $5,000 bank balance ($4,000 for one year’s business 
expenses and $1,000 for potential Fly-In loss)  Any additional financial resources may be
allocated elsewhere”.  The motion was seconded by Peg McClure; motion carried.

MOTION by Peg McClure to increase the fee paid to the second Fly-In caller from $1,000 to
$1,200 starting in 2018.  Motion seconded by Chuck Novak; motion passed.  Peg will 
contact Scott and Robin regarding this.

NEW BUSINESS:  

Fly-In finances:  Chuck suggested consideration of reducing fees for Fly-In, possibly 
dropping the cost for individual days.

MOTION by David Eppelheimer to “set up a Fly-In scholarship for any member in need so all
can attend.  Two Board members would need to approve; this can be instigated by a Board 
member or any club member by contacting a Board member”.  Peg McClure seconded the
motion; motion carried.

Peg will check with Robin Bennett to confirm that she (Robin) will co-chair the 2018 Fly-In 
with Scott Sorensen.

Chuck will check on long sleeved light weight shirts for club shirts.

The next Board meeting will be Monday, August 14, 1 PM at Peg/Karen’s house.

The meeting was adjourned at 2:50 PM.
 
Respectfully submitted,

Carol Bauer, Secretary




